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MCFL Convention 2011: Stellar Cast Wows Audience

An impressive line-up 
of heavy hitters from 
the pro-life world pre-

sented information on a variety 
of topics for participants at the 
MCFL 2011 Annual Conven-
tion on April 9 at Boston Col-
lege Law School. Convention 
goers were treated to the latest 
news from national and inter-
national experts on population 
control and forced abortion, the 
threat posed by the legalization 
of assisted suicide, conscience 
protection for health care pro-
viders and the constitutionality 
of Obamacare. Running con-

currently with the Convention 
was the Dr. Mildred Fay Jef-
ferson Oratory Contest and the 
Annual Youth Conference. 
    Steven Mosher, President of 
the Population Research Insti-
tute, keynote speaker for both 
the Annual Convention and the 
Youth Conference, stunned the 
audience with his personal ac-
count of witnessing the brutal 
forced abortions of women in 
China. Mosher, a student  from 
Stanford University, was picked 
by the U.S. Government to be 
among the first wave of foreign 
scholars to study in China. 
   “I was firmly convinced, when 
I went to China in March of 
1979, that China had a popula-
tion problem,” Mosher began. 
“I got to China just as the most 
horrific population control pro-
gram the world has ever seen 
was getting started. You know 
it as the 'one-child policy,' but 
when you're on the ground it 
actually looks more like a pro-
gram for hunting down preg-
nant women, arresting them 
for the crime of being pregnant, 
taking them for force to lock-
ups, to jails, where they are held 
until they give their 'consent,' 
for an abortion. They are then 
taken, under escort, to a medi-
cal clinic where they are abort-

ed, and subsequently sterilized, 
to prevent them from becoming 
pregnant again with illegal chil-
dren.”

The Roots of Worldwide 
Population Control

   Mosher traced the beginning 
of China's “one-child” policy 
to the philosophy of the radi-
cal environmental movement 
in the United States. In 1974, 
a group known as the “Club 
of Rome” published a report 
claiming that the world was 
running out of food, fuel and 
essential metals such as chro-
mium and zinc, because of un-
bridled population growth. The 
report predicted demographic, 
economic, and environmental 
collapse within a hundred years, 
unless worldwide population 
was reduced. In 1978, a Chi-
nese systems engineer presented 
this report to Chinese senior 
leaders. “It was presented as the 
latest and greatest in Western 
science,” said Mosher. “Deng 
Xiaoping said, 'it's clear that the 
West is engaging in population 
control so they can get ahead of 
China. China has to engage in 
population control so we can 
keep up with the West.' ” 
   Through the help of a series 
of humorous and entertaining 
videos, Mosher went on to ex-

plore the “myth of overpopula-
tion” starting with its genesis 
in 1798 by clergyman Thomas 
Malthus. Malthus calculated 
that the world would run out of 
food by 1890. Without drastic 
measures of population con-
trol, everyone would starve. 
Paul Ehrlich echoed Malthus 
in 1968. Ehrlich's book, “The 
Population Bomb,” said that 
the world was endangered by 
reckless human overpopulation, 

he predicted massive famines 
killing one-fifth of the world's 
population by the 1970s. When  
catastrophic famines failed to 
materialize, Ehrlich revised his 
predictions, writing in “The 
Population Explosion,” that 
massive starvation would occur 
in the 1980s instead. 

Unintended Consequences
   In 1979, the time of the im-

Convention keynote speaker 
Steven Mosher described  Chi-
na’s one-child policy as “a pro-
gram for hunting down and 
arresting pregnant women.”

See OVERPOPULATION/Page 5

   Linda Thayer is a hero!  She 
is responsible for informing the 
public about Maria Talks.  Lin-
da discovered the web site and 
discussed it at the MCFL Youth 
Conference on April 9th.  One 
of the students said there was a 
poster for it in the nurse’s office 
at his school.  
   Linda was devastated!  This 
school year she has spoken to 

10,000 students – her 
busiest year ever.  She 
will finish the year in 
North Adams next 
Sunday.  She works 
so hard to guide stu-
dents to make proper 
decisions and here is 
this web site telling 
minor girls how to 
get abortions without 
their parents’ know-
ing and claiming that

   abortions are very
   common and easy.  
   When we looked 

into the site, we discovered that 
Maria is Jorge from the Aids 
Action Committee who runs 
the site with $100,000 of state 
(taxpayer) money.  We took 
our information to the Boston 
Herald which found we had 
just scratched the surface The 
story has been covered by Fox 
National News, the Drudge 
Report and Glen Beck among 

other outlets.
   Obviously, the site must be 
shut down, defunded, and an 
investigation must be mounted 
to find out what other state 
funds are going to these kinds 
of projects.  Last Thursday 
MCFL sent a letter to the gov-
ernor, outlining these requests.  
Please read the letter on Page 9 
of the MCFL News.  Then call 
Governor Patrick to demand he 
comply by shutting down the 
site immediately and then in-
vestigating and defunding.
   Marc Lombardo and other 
State Representatives are plan-
ning to take legislative action.  
Please call your State Rep. and 
State Sen. with the same de-
mands that you have for the 
Governor.   You can find the 
phone number of your repre-
sentative or senator at this web 
site:  http://www.malegislature.
gov/People/House

MCFL Blows Whistle on Tax-Funded Web 
Site Promoting Abortion

  Murphy Testifies at  
         State House
It’s been a busy month for 
MCFL’s lobbyist from the 
State House to the MCFL 
Convention. Find out what 
she’s been doing and the status 
of MCFL’s pro-life legislation 
in the General Court.                           

                                           3    
   More Convention
          Coverage
What did the speakers from 
last month’s Annual Conven-
tion say about: physician-
prescribed death, the consti-
tutionality of Obamacare and 
conscience rights for health-
care providers?

                                     6-7
2011 Annual Meeting 
 and Board Election
Elections to the Board of Di-
rectors will take place at the 
Annual Members Meeting at 
Boston College on June 10.
Inside find the slate of candi-
dates and proxy form.

                           8

Power of a Picture
How did a small picture in 
MCFL News and a coura-
geous pro-lifer encourage a 
supporter of Planned Parent-
hood to change her way of 
thinking?

                                        11

  Pro-Life Youth Get 
 Earful at Conference
Sean Harrington wins the 
Mildred Fay Jefferson Ora-
tory Contest and LifeNews’ 
Andrew Bair prepares high 
school and college students 
for pro-life activism.

                                       12

Linda Thayer spoke about problems with
the Maria Talks web site at the Annual 
Convention.  
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Focus on Abortion and Euthanasia Issues in Massachusetts 
A Message From President Anne Fox

    This book is the powerful story of an 
amazing woman, Ruth Pakaluk, who 
converted to Catholicism at Harvard, 
married her college sweetheart and joy-
fully welcomed seven children. She be-
came a renowned pro-life leader and 
brilliant debater, who was struck with 
breast cancer and died at the young age 
of forty-one. 
     Ruth’s inspiring story is told primar-
ily through her humorous, sparkling and 
insightful letters in which her realistic 
cheerfulness shines. A biographical over-
view by her husband fills in important 
details about her life, and a collection of 
her talks on abortion, faith and being a 
Catholic wife and mother conclude the 
volume.  
   Ruth Pakaluk exemplified the powerful 
integrity of someone who lived what she 
believed. She was steadfastly commit-
ted to Christ and to the culture of life, 
and this commitment was manifested in 
her consistent affirmation of life in her 
family, in society and even in the face of 
her own death. Peter Kreeft, well known 
Professor of Philosophy and author, de-
scribed Ruth as the best, most effective 
and inspiring pro-life speaker he had 
ever heard. She was such a compelling, 
articulate pro-life debater that eventu-
ally Planned Parenthood spokeswomen 
refused to spar with her in public.

Michael Pakaluk is a Professor of Phi-
losophy at Ave Maria University in 
Florida. He has authored numerous 
philosophical books and articles, and is 
credited with contributing to the recent 
revival of philosophical interest in the 
topic of friendship. 

After he finished the interview in 
our library last night, the Chan-
nel 7 reporter caught sight of 

David McCulloch’s 1776 on the shelf 
next to volumes of John and Abigail Ad-
ams’ letters.  “Oh”, he exclaimed, “Did 
your husband read 1776?”  My kids find 
my chagrin terribly funny because, be-
ing a typical pro-lifer, I am the one who 
reads everything.  There are a number 
of books by local authors or about lo-
cal pro-life people which I would like to 
share with you this month.  My friend, 
Karin, who is a good friend of the Paka-
luk family, just sent the exciting news 
that The Appalling Strangeness of the 
Mercy of God, Michael’s long-awaited 
volume of Ruth’s letters, has arrived.  We 
thought you might want to order the 
book, which I have not had a chance to 
see yet, so we provide the “blurb” from 
Ignatius Press at the end.
  Ellen MCormack, who died a few 
weeks ago, ran for President in 1976.  At 
that time she received the most votes a 
woman had ever received at a Presiden-
tial Convention, was the first woman to 
have Secret Service protection, and to 
receive matching funds.   A Shared Vi-
sion chronicles the adventures of this 
pioneering political effort by the newly 
emerging Pro-Life Movement, a legacy 
that resonates to this very day!
    According to author, Dr. Jane Gil-

    Rod Murphy’s Stopping Abortion at 
Death’s Door is a how-to book for Cri-
sis Pregnancy Centers.  He differentiates 
between “saves” and women who come 
for needed help.  Chris Slattery, “Mr. 
NYC CPC”, who was at our Conven-
tion on the 9th, says, “Murphy ends up 
at the only place, according him, that a 
pro-lifer can save a real baby – at a crisis 
pregnancy center (CPC) with sidewalk 
counseling and located next door to an 
abortionist. He has spent 30 years vol-
unteering and running such a center in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. He explains 
in detail how his pregnancy center saves 
up to 300 babies a year. His book will 
make you want to duplicate his work in 
your city.”  What I enjoy about Rod’s 
books is that they sound just like him!
   Dr John Howland, of Southbridge, has 
inspired and edited Heart Sounds, a de-
lightful book about the faith and pro-life 
commitment of twelve local doctors.  It 
is beautiful to read these accomplished 
medical professionals who are complete-
ly committed to life.  
   Among these doctors is Paul Carpenti-
er of Gardner.  I just recommended him 
to a friend whose daughter has had two 
recent miscarriages.  He is such a help 
to so many people and his moral fertil-
ity methods are more effective than the 
unsafe, immoral mainstream methods. 
   Dr Joanne Angelo tells of Pope John 
Paul the Great touching her cheek.  She 
remarks that, when he becomes a saint, 
she will be a relic.  I was honored to meet 
many of these doctors recently and was 
truly inspired!
   Erika Bachiochi edits Women, Sex, 
and the Church.  Her answer to the 
ever-present question of why abortion 
is not the answer for a pregnant rape 
victim is must reading for anyone who 
speaks - in public or to associates - on the 
abortion issue.

   For those of us who get a real satis-
faction from proof that we are right all 
along, The Physicians’ Crusade Against 
Abortion and its companion, Cham-
pion of Women and the Unborn, by 
Frederick Dyer, are must reads.  Hora-
tio Robinson Storer, Harvard Medical 
School, 1853, was probably the most 
powerful anti-abortion crusader ever.  
   In the 19th century abortion drugs 
and devices, as well the actual procedure, 
were openly advertized in leading news-
papers.  The abortion rates were very 
high – mostly among privileged, mar-
ried women.  The US had the highest 
abortion rate in the world and Boston’s 
abortion rate was twenty times that of 
the rest of the country! 
   Doctors at the time noted that the 
Catholic women were not aborting. The 
doctors, who were the pro-life leaders, 
bemoaned the lack of clergy instruc-
tion from the pulpit.  They felt it was 
the priests speaking in the confessional 
that kept the Catholic abortion rate nil.  
Dyer stresses, that, if the reader has Prot-
estant ancestors in the US in the 19th 
century, that reader is very lucky to exist. 

President Anne Fox welcomes partici-
pants to the MCFL 2011 Annual Con-
vention on April 9 at BC Law School

roy, “In 1976 dedicated Massachusetts 
citizens did an outstanding job getting 
Ellen McCormack's name placed on the 
ballot.   Their pioneering work helped 
succeeding states in their endeavors.  As 
a result of the work in Massachusetts, 
our delegate, Jim Killilea, was chosen to 
give the presidential nominating speech 
for Ellen on national TV !

   Dyer used Storer family papers, which 
he then donated to the Mass. Medical 
Society and HMS.  Remember Justice 
Blackmun’s claims in Roe v Wade that 
19th century anti-abortion laws were all 
for the health of the mother?  As early as 
1805, doctors talked about the human-
ity of the unborn baby from the mo-
ment of conception.  In the 1860’s doc-
tors were talking about fetal pain at 15 
weeks.  Doctors consistently referred to 
abortionists as “Herods”.  Just the direct 
quotes about the humanity of the un-
born from conception, and the absolute 
evil of those who would destroy them, 
would make a power point presentation 
at least two hours long.  This meticu-
lously documented analysis exposes the 
tendentious character of the arguments 
in Roe v Wade.
   NB.  We plan to publish book re-
views online and, possibly, in the MCFL 
News.  We invite you to submit your 
reviews.  You might consider reviewing 
The Appalling Strangeness of the Mercy 
of God or Abby Johnson’s Unplanned, 
which you must read if you haven’t.

   All Ruth’s virtues revealed in this book  
- her love as a devoted wife and mother, 
her zeal for the truth, and her faith & 
hope while battling a terminal illness  - 
offer inspiration and encouragement to 
anyone striving to put Christian faith 
into action.

“I have never read a more beautiful and 
touching book - a book about a joyous 
life and overpowering death, and grief 
and joy.  Michael and Ruth Pakaluk’s 
account of love and grief towers head 
and shoulders above the justly acclaimed 
accounts of C.S. Lewis in A Grief Ob-
served and Sheldon van Auken in A 
Severe Mercy. Throughout, I felt in my 
heart that Ruth is a marvelous saint for 
our times.” 
- Michael Novak, Philosopher, Author, 
and Diplomat

“In this book you will meet a truly won-
derful person. There are few things in life 
more precious than that. I invite you to 
meet a warrior for life whose pen is truly 
mightier than death’s sword.” 
- Peter Kreeft, Author, Because God is 
Real

“People frequently commented on Ruth’s 
selfless character, boundless optimism, 
and fervent faith. Her zest for life and 
zeal for faith were gifts from God - gifts 
offered to us all.  I pray that these pages 
will inspire you to be ever more open to 
God’s grace and mercy.” 
- Most Reverend Daniel Reilly, Bishop 
Emeritus of Worcester, Mass.
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State News: MCFL Lobbyist Eva Murphy Busy Bringing 
Legislation to Life

Lobbyist Eva Murphy emphasizes a point during her presentation at the 2011 
Annual Convention on April 9 at BC Law School.

Eva Murphy, MCFL Legislative 
Director, presented a workshop at 
the MCFL 2011 Convention on 

the five bills that MCFL has filed for the 
next two-year legislative session. Mur-
phy recommended the website of the 
187th General Court of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts: www.malegis-
lature.gov. By clicking on two tabs at the 
top of the home page, “Bills and Laws,” 
and “People,” you can find information 
on legislation that has been filed and 
what bills your legislator is sponsoring. 
The five bills filed by MCFL are:
    • Woman's Right to Know, “Laura's  
Law,” H. 482. The purpose of this bill is 
to strengthen informed consent prior to 
an abortion in Massachusetts Law.  

Status: In Judiciary Committee
  Abortion providers would be required 
to give women information in print 
form, direct them to a web site or 800 
number for options on where to get fur-
ther information. There would be a 24 
hour waiting period between time when 
the information is given and the abor-
tion procedure.
  Required information includes: stages 
of fetal development, optional access to 
live ultrasound, the risks of abortion: 
physical, emotional, and psychological.
The alternatives to abortion must be 
provided: adoption or raising the child 

herself, and the services available if the 
woman chooses an alternative to abor-
tion. MCFL has found that the forms 
used by the Dept. of Public Health are-
inadequate, abortion alternatives are 
listed in one sentence.
   It would be the responsibility of the 
Dept. of Health to compile this infor-
mation and abortion provdiers would be 
required to hand the woman a pamphlet 
with the information listed.
  • Sex Selection in Pregnancy, H. 484. 
The purpose of this bill is to prohibit 
abortions because of the sex of the un-
born child. 

Status: In Judiciary Committee.  
  People need to be educated about the 
growing problem of sex-selection abor-
tion. Immigrants are bringing prefer-
ences for sons to the United States and 
technology to determine the sex of an 
unborn child has increased making it 
much easier to detect and eliminate a 
child of the unwanted sex. For example, 
Gender Mentor, a blood test available 
commercially, is being marketed as an 
early test for parents who want to know 
whether their uborn child is a boy or a 
girl.
  • Massachusetts Partial-Birth Abor-
tion Ban, H. 1333. The purpose of this 
bill is to ensure that state law prohibit 
partial-birth abortion because of lax en-

forcement of the federal ban. 
Status: In Judiciary Committee.

  Recent refusals by the Dept of Justice  
to enforce the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) shows that federal officials are 
picking and choosing which  federal leg-
islation to prosecute. 26 states have en-
acted state partial-birth abortion bans.
  • An Act Concerning Unborn Chil-
dren and Fetal Pain, H. 3295.
  The purpose of this bill is to prohibit 
the abortion of an unborn child of 20 
weeks gestation or older, without anes-
thesia. It would require a physician to 
administer anesthesia to an unborn child 
after 20 weeks gestational age. 

Status: Public Hearing on May 10. 
   Research shows that the nervous sys-
tem of an unborn child is developed to 
that extent that they may feel excruciat-
ing pain during an abortion.
  •  Taxation Conscience Protection,  
H.1683 The purpose of this bill is to 
permit a tax-payer option of supporting 
the Baby Safe Haven Law, which is part 
of current General Law, instead of pay-
ing for abortion.
Status: Joint Committee on Revenue

   MCFL is proposing that the state tax-
return form contain a check-off box that 
says, “I do not want my tax money to 
pay for abortion. Have the money go to 
better publicity for the Baby Safe Haven 
Law.” The Baby Safe Haven Law enables 
a desperate parent to leave their baby at 
a safe place without fear of prosecution. 

   MCFL Supports:
• Rep. Steven Levy is proposing strength-
ening the current Baby Safe Haven Law, 
H. 1334. Bill adds language, “emergency 
responder,” to bill. This enables a desper-
ate parent to call 911 if they are unable 
to take their child to an official Baby Safe 
Haven location.
• Fetal Homicide, H2216. Bill will treat 
an unborn child killed during an assault 
on the mother, as a victim of a crime.
• Rep. Elizabeth Poirier has also pro-
posed a bill  to use human skins cells in 
place of embryonic stem cells.

MCFL Opposes:
• Massachusetts Health Curriculum 
Frameworks Bills, H. 179, “The Teach-
ing of Health Education in Schools,” 

and, H. 1540, “To establish a program 
of community-based health and sexual-
ity education services within the Depart-
ment of Public Health.” 
     Murphy added ways that members 
can help MCFL. “Make sure MCFL has 
your email address, it’s an easy and fast 
way to communicate. Know your repre-
sentatives and senators names, email ad-
dresses and telephone numbers. You can 
find them at: www.malegislature.gov
    Know how your legislators vote on key 
issues. Make a regular habit of contact-
ing them by telephone, email or letter. 
Make a visit to your legislator.” 
   John Triolo, MCFL Assistant Legisla-
tive Director, accompanies Murphy on 
visits to legislators. Triolo added, “If the 
legislators get to know you, you human-
ize your side, it makes it harder for peo-
ple on your side to break ranks with you 
and it makes it easier for people on the 
other side to occasionally work with you. 
They need to know you, to not imagine 
you as some 'bogey-man’ pro-lifer, but 
as a nice, respectable person, who is very 
firm in their opinions.” 

For more information, go to the MCFL 
web site’s  Politcal Action Center at:

www.massprolife.com
The Massachusetts Legislature is known 
as the General Court. The web site is: 

www.malegislature.gov

John Triolo, MCFL Assistant Legis-
lative Director, advised convention-
goers on the benefits of visting their 
elected representatives.

 MCFL Hosts Table at International Women’s Day

   Eva Murphy hosted an infor-
mational table for MCFL at In-
ternational Women’s Day at the 
State House on Friday, March 
11. Dia Internacional de la Mu-
jer was sponsored by the Do-
minican Development Center 
of Jamaica Plain, a non-religious
organization focusing on immi-
gration issues.
   Murphy was assisted by two 
wonderful Spanish-speaking
women. Maria (Joey) Alarcon 
is an MBA student from Suf-
folk University. Roxana San-
chez helped staff the table and 
also took photos for the MCFL 
News.

Eva Murphy (behind the woman in jeans, 
left) and Maria (Joey) Alarcon (in pink 
sweater) speak to attendees at International 
Women’s Day at the State House on March 
11. (Photo courtesy of Roxana Sanchez)

Eva Murphy testifies at the State House 
on April 12 in opposition to Senate 
Bill 151, a bill concerning embryonic 
stem cell research. (Photo courtesy of 
Dan Avila)

Surprise Hearing Fails 
to Thwart Pro-Life 
Testimony
   Eva Murphy testified at a public hear-
ing before the Joint Committee on 
Economic Development and Emerging 
Technologies at the State House on April 
12. Murphy’s testimony was in opposi-
tion to Senate Bill 151, a bill concening 
embryonic stem cell  research.
   Said Murphy, “Dan Avila of Mass. 
Catholic Conference, Kris Mineau of 
Mass. Family Institute and I were the 
only ones to testify about S. 151 - to 
oppose it. We had only got wind of this 
hearing the night before. Despite this 
obstacle, MCFL was able to file a state-
ment.”
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Chapters Exhibit Whirlwind of Activity After Long Winter

    MCFL Fitchburg/Leominster Chap-
ter participated in the Leominster High 
School Health Fair held on April 12 in 
the high school gymnasium.  Chapter 
Treasurer Maria Christina Fernandez 
and members Linda Kinsey (and Jack 
Kinsey not pictured) said the student 
participation was "phenomenal.” At 
times there were rows of teens two-deep 
eyeing the pamphlets on fetal develop-

Mary Sheehan
By Andrea St Germain, Anne Fox, 

and Claire Twitchell

Memorials

Wilfred Leo St. Germain 
By MCFL Board of Directors

                 Mary Hamill 
 By Bill Gilmore, Anne Fox, and 

Cathy and Bob Berlo 

John Day
By Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sears, Ken and 
Anne Fox, Stephen Rapko, Ludlow 

Chapter, MCFL Board of 
Directors

Ellen McCormack 
By Jim Killilea, Eleanor Philbin, 
Jack Rowe, Gay Moali, Gerry 

Walsh, and Anne Fox

Welcome to Clara Rose White by 
her sisters, Amelia and Beatrice

Joan Marie Zarella
By Frances Palmer

Mary Blomberg 
By the Fox Family

MCFL Fitchburg/Leominster Chapter Treasurer Maria Christina Fernandez 
and Linda Kinsey hosted an informational table for MCFL at the Leominster 
High School Health Fair on April 12. A six-minute video playing during the fair 
was National Right to Life Committee’s “Infinite Possibilities.”

ment and the models of early develop-
ment. 
   Many took the actual 10-week old un-
born babies' feet pins they gave out for 
free.  "Teens are thirsting for this kind 
of information," said Fernandez.  It was 
a very positive effort by the chapter to 
reach teens with the message that un-
born babies are real people.

Marie O’Donnell and John Curry of 
the West Roxbury/Roslindale Chapter

Board members Bea Martins (3rd from left) with members of the Fall River 
Chapter and Matt Hanafin (2nd from right) with Burlington Chapter members 
participate in a counter rally to protest tax-payer funding of Planned Parent-
hood on Boston Common on March 19.

Janet Callahan of the North Suburban 
Chapter discusses effective Rose Drive 
techniques at a chapter workshop at 
the 2011 MCFL Annual Convention.
Below: Matt Hanafin talks about suc-
cessful pro-life persuasion tactics.

   Members of the South Shore Chap-
ter were busy this past month with 
activities to benefit Marilyn Birnie’s 
Friends of the Unborn in Quincy.
   Cathy and Bob Berlo raised $1,056 
at a baby shower at St. Mary’s Church 
in West Quincy. Ed Boylan’s lenten 
prayer group donated a beautiful new 
set of pots and pans for the Friend’s 
kitchen. 
  Priscilla Keough’s Baby Bottle Boo-
merang at St. Paul’s Church in Hing-
ham netted $3,500 in loose change. 

 
Phil O'Connell

By K of C St. Joseph Council 4480

The West Roxbury/Roslindale 
Chapter’s display at the Con-
vention honors the work of 
Dr. Mildred Fay Jefferson.

It’s Rose Drive Season!
Rose Drives are one of the key ways that 
chapters help continue the mission of 
Massachusetts Citizens for Life. 
To order roses contact Janet Callahan:
           (617) 242-4199, ext. 230 
jcallahan@masscitizensforlife.org

Rose Drives
 Save Lives!

    Thanks to a quick heads up from Matt 
Hanafin, MCFL Board of Directors 
and Chapter members came together to 
form a “flash” counter rally to protest a 
Planned Parenthood rally on Boston Co-
mon on March 19.  Bea and Joe Martins 
were hosting a group of pro-life bagpip-
ers at their home and quickly seized on 
the opportunity for witness.
  Said Martins, “We are blessed to have 
these young men, from Tradition, Fam-
ily and Property, to be willing to stand in 
the public square for the sacredness of all 
life, from conception to natural death.”
Anne Fox testified to the effectiveness of 
Martin’s idea, “The bag pipes were the 
hit of the rally, they enlivened our side 
and annoyed the opposition no end.”

Thanks to St. Denis Parish, Westwood for their Rose Drive: $569.00  
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position of the one-child policy, Chinese 
families had an average of only three 
children per family and that number 
was dropping. “Had the Chinese gov-
ernment left well enough alone,” said 
Mosher, “urbanization, the inclusion 
of women into the work force, and ris-
ing standards of education would have 
caused the population to drop naturally. 
400 million Chinese people have been 
removed from the population, now labor 
shortages occur in China's coastal prov-
inces. Within two years, estimates are of 
a nationwide labor shortage.” China’s 
economic prospects have been damaged 
as well. “Every baby born in China will, 
on average, contribute several thousand 
dollars more to the Gross National Prod-
uct over his or her lifetime, than they 
will consume. Chinese population con-
trol has also made its country poorer,” 
Mosher explained.
   “World population will peak in 2040 at 
approximately 8.5 billion and will then 
continue to decline. Birth rates have 
fallen farther and faster than anyone 
thought possible. All of the countries in 
Europe are in trouble, their populations 
are aging and dying.  President Vladimir 
Putin describes Russian depopulation as 
a 'demographic catastrophe.'  750,000 
more Russians die each year than are 
born. Without enough young people to 
start businesses, Russia will never be able 
to grow and develop economically.”
   Japan legalized abortion in 1949 and 
by 1964 the birthrate had fallen below 
the replacement rate of 2.1 children 
per woman. Japan's population peaked 
at 126 million in 2006, the birthrate is 
now only 1.2 children per woman. Due 
to the lack of workers contributing to the 
economy, Japan's national debt is twice 
its Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Ja-
pan will lose 50 million people by the 
end of the 21st century.
    “It's no accident that half the world's 
industrial robots are in Japan,” said 
Mosher, “because they have so few work-
ers. They are actually designing robot 
grandchildren for elderly people with no 
families. These robots are programmed 
to ask questions such as, 'Grandfather, 
why is the sky blue?' Childless, lonely, 
elderly Japanese may also engage a rental 
family where they can pretend to have a 
family that in reality doesn't exist.”
    In China, female infanticide, the aban-
donment of baby girls and sex-selective 
abortion have so skewed male/female 
ratios that 30 million Chinese men will 
be unable to marry for lack of available 
brides. Rates of rape and gang activity 
have risen. Military recruitment will rise 
as unattached men  look to the army as a 
substitute family.
   “The Chinese government blames fe-
male infanticide on 'feudal' attitudes, 
blaming the people for a preference for 
sons. But in the areas where I've done re-
search,” said Mosher, “there was no his-
tory of female infanticide until the one-
child policy began. In China, the custom 
is that the sons take care of their parents. 
There are retirement and medical ben-
efits for Communist Party officials and 
for workers in government-run factories. 

But the villagers are on their own. The 
only retirement program known to vil-
lagers is a son who will work in the facto-
ries or fields in your place. By imposing 
the one-child policy and not providing 
support for the elderly, the Chinese gov-
ernment has forced people to choose be-
tween baby boys and girls.”

Hunger Not Caused By 
Overpopulation

   “Paul Ehrlich claimed that hundreds 
of millions of people would starve in the 
1970s,” said Mosher. “Instead, the 'Green 
Revolution' increased grain yields far be-
yond what anyone thought possible only 
20 years earlier. India, where Ehrlich had 
predicted massive starvation, went from 
being a grain importer to a grain export-
er.  The United Nations Food and Agri-
cultural Organization, reports that with 
current agricultural technology, there is 
the ability to feed 14 billion people. 
   “Famines such as the one in Sudan, 
are man-made, caused by war. The worst 
famine in history, the Chinese famine of 
1960-1962, in which 42 million peo-
ple starved to death, was caused by the 
Communist government. Entire villages 
starved to death, to the last man, woman 
and child. In 1958, people were herded 
into 'people's communes,' and under 
the direction of party leaders who knew 
little about food production, were forced 
to farm the land in common. In 1959, 
Chairman Mao decided that China was 
going to catch Great Britain in steel 
production within three years. Peasants 
were removed from growing food in the 
fields to build backyard smelters. Grain 
was left to rot in the fields, by the next 
year there was a food shortage. There 
was no food in the communal kitchens, 
all of the woks had been melted down 
into iron ingots to show the government 
how they were catching up with Great 
Britain. Worried that the workers in the 
cities might rise against him if they got 
too hungry, Mao sent the army out to 
collect the last stores of grain from starv-
ing peasants. Mao's pride prevented him 
from asking for help from the grain pro-
ducing countries of the West.”
   Near the end of his talk, Mosher re-
turned to the topic of China’s one-child 
policy. “China has the highest suicide 
rate in the world, but there’s something 
odd about it. Everywhere else in the 
world men commit suicide at a higher 
rate than women. In China it’s the re-
verse, the suicide rate among women is 
much higher. It’s a direct consequence of 
the fact that tens of million of Chinese 
women have been coerced into partici-
pating in the death of their children.
  “I left China years ago with the pleas 
for help of  women ringing in my ears 
and I couldn't do anything. I was there 
as a guest of the Chinese government, I 
couldn't speak out against the program. 
All I could do was wait until I left the 
country and then tell my story to the 
world, tell their story to the world.”

   
   

Overpopulation a Myth Says Mosher, Population Research 
Institute

“The draconian birth planning pro-
gramme of the 1980s and 1990s was 
based on ‘little more than 19th-cen-
tury [Malthusian] theory’ attributing 
China’s poverty largely to overpopu-
lation,” write James Z. Lee and Wang 
Feng in: One Quarter of Humanity: Mal-
thusian Mythology and Chinese Realities, 
1700-2000.
                 

Akino Okano in the picture that ac-
companied a Nov. 2005 article by BBC 
News Editor Richard Taylor: “Japan’s 
Rise of the Robots.” 

 Akino Okano, a 78-year old widow lives 
alone, except for her robotic playmate 
Primo Puel. She may just represent a 
uniquely Japanese future, one where ro-
bots are culturally embraced, envisaged 
as companions to all and possibly even 
as carers to the elderly.
   Japan is, after all, a country where birth 
rates are at an all-time low and where 
many of the 25 million pensioners will 
live to see their 85th birthday.

“Japan’s Elderly Fail to Welcome Their 
Robot Overlords” BBC News, 2/3/11

Japanese nursing robot Ri-Man

"There will simply be too many elderly 
to care for as the nation faces a dramatic 
declining birth rate, an ageing popula-
tion, and loosening of family ties,"  
health care worker Yasuko Amahisa.

(Left) Deng Xiaoping and his wife 
Zhuo Lin at Houston’s Johnson Space 
Center in 1979. Economic and tech-
nological development were a priority
in the transition to a market economy.

Poverty: Where We All Started
 • The way out of poverty was by multi-
plying and forming communities where 
a collection of minds and a division of 
labor allowed for creative problem solv-
ing
 • History shows that as the population 
grows, so does the standard of living, 
measured by per capita income, average 
number of calories consumed and aver-
age height. The average is still increasing.
 • The percentage of poor people has de-
creased as the population has grown.
 • There is a much better chance for 
climbing out of poverty in urban areas.
 • Poverty is not solved by eliminating 
people. 
 • The poorest nations in the world are 
often the least populated.

Food: There’s Lots of It
 • The UN Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation and the World Food Programme
says there is enough food for everyone.
 • Famers are harvesting hundreds of 
millions of tons more grain each year 
off of tens of millions less land than was 
possible in the 1970s and 1980s.
1976: 1.9 million metric tons/579.1 
hectares (a hectare is 2.47 acres)
2004: 3.1 million metric tons/517.9 
hectares

Overpopulation
 • Every family on the planet could have 
a house with a yard and all live together 
on a landmass the size of Texas.

 • A 33’x33’ plot for every person on 
earth, enough space for a townhouse
 • Given an average four person family, 
every family would have a 66’x66’ plot 
of land, enough for a house and a yard.
 • According to the UN Population Da-
tabase, the world’s population will peak 
in the year 2040 at around 8.02 billion 
people and then will start to decline.

   With the state unable to provide for 
them, robots are seen as reliable and 
cost-effective alternatives. 

BBC News:“Japan’s Rise of the Robots”

Population 101 Facts
Videos available at overpopulationisamyth.com

For the Science Behind the Videos: 
Overpopulationisamyth.com

OVERPOPULATION/From Page 1

Find out more at: 
Population Research Institute
www.pop.org
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The real understanding of what 
is a right has been lost,” Wil-
liam Saunders began. “Society 

is not obligated to indulge every one of 
our whims for everything we call a right 
about. Our communities are obligated to 
recognize what is good for us and should 
reflect the common good. False human 
rights threatens both the individual good 
and the good of the community.” 
    It is within the context of rights that 
Saunders examined the “Right to Die.”
The refusal or withdrawal of life-sus-
taining treatment is different than pro-
actively killing a patient. In euthanasia, 
the doctor does the killing, in doctor-
prescribed death, the patient does the 
killing. 
    If there is a right to assisted suicide, 
is there a foundation in law? Said Saun-
ders, “No rights have been found in in-
ternational law such as 1948’s ‘Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.’ Another 
international treaty, the ‘International 
Covenant of Civil and Political Rights,’ 
adopted by the United Nations in 1966, 
says that everyone has a right to life and 
no one may be arbitrarily deprived of 
their right to life. You can't just assert 
that there is a right to assisted suicide, it 
has to be founded in law, there has to be 
a place where it has been recognized in 
law. It has not been customary or univer-
sal practice in other countries.”
   Has it been found to be constitutional 
under substantive due process? In the 
1997 Glucksberg case, the Supreme 
Court rejected  recognizing a right to die 
using the same criteria used to found the 

right to abortion in Planned Parenthood 
v. Casey. “That's why attempts are made 
to change the law by going to the States,” 
explained Saunders.
   Should a right to die be accepted be-
cause it is a “deeply personal choice”? 
“The Supreme Court said that while 
both the refusal of medical treatment 
and doctor-prescribed death are deeply 
personal choices, they are quite distinct.
Autonomy, our capacity to make choic-
es, is important, but autonomy is not a 
right that must always be honored. You 
can't imply a right to be killed from a 
right to personal freedom. No society 
has ever recognized every individual de-
sire as worthy of legal protection.”
     Would a right to die be detrimental 
to society, especially the medical profes-
sion? Said Saunders, “The state does not 
need to recognize every individual wish 
as a right. These questions need to be 
asked: Does it affect the common good? 
Is it good for everyone? The state, in en-
acting laws such as the Seat Belt Law,  
has a right to prohibit certain acts and-
can limit certain personal behaviors.
   “The State has an interest in protect-
ing life, the fundamental obligation of a 
State is to protect its citizens, to protect 
law and order. If individuals live in fear 
that they may be arbitrarily killed, the 
State cannot achieve the common good. 
    “A right to die would challenge the in-
tegrity and ethics of the medical profes-
sion. Doctor-prescribed death changes 
the medical profession into one of heal-
ing into one of killing, it undermines the 
basic tenets of the profession which is to 
heal. 
   “Doctor-prescribed death is false com-
passion, it doesn't respond to the suf-
fering of the patient, it doesn't treat the 
pain, or underlying condition, it sees the 
patient as the problem to be eliminated. 
In places where it is legalized, the quality 
of palliative (pain-relieving) care deterio-
rates. In studies of patients before and af-
ter the legalization of doctor-prescribed 
death, the patients dying after legaliza-
tion were twice as likely to experience 
pain as those before.
  “Studies also show that patients re-
questing doctor-prescribed death are 
usually suffering from treatable depres-
sion. Someone suffering from undiag-
nosed mental illness is not exercising 
an autonomous personal choice in any 
meaningful way. 
  “Doctor-prescribed suicide says that 
some lives are not worth living, there-
fore, they are not worth saving. This is 
the most dangerous idea any society can 
have, that some lives are not worth liv-

ing. Before the Nazis 
came to power, eutha-
nasia was introduced 
for handicapped people 
out of a sense of com-
passion in Germany.
  “The risk of harm is 
greatest for the many 
individuals whose au-
tonomy and well-being 
are being compromised 
by poverty, lack of ac-
cess to good medical 
care, or advanced age. It 

puts the most vulnerable people most at 
risk.
  “The experience in the Netherlands 
shows that a right to die is uncontainable 
and has been transformed into the right 
to kill. The people who need the protec-
tion of human rights law the most, will 
be put in the most danger.
   “Legalized in 1984 for ‘competent pa-
tients in unbearable suffering,’ and at the 
‘explicit request’ of the patient, instead a
1990 government survey found 1,000 
patients had been given lethal injections 
without having asked for it. In 2005, a 
similar study found 500 people had been 
killed involuntarily.
    “Before legalization, advocates prom-
ised that any doctor who killed involun-
tarily would be prosecuted for murder, 
instead the Government of the Nether-
lands condoned the killings, describing 
them as ‘care for the dying.’ ”

Mark Rienzi
   The Constitutional 
      Right to Refuse

   Professor Mark Rienzi began by dis-
cussing the successful decision in an Il-
linois conscience rights case where he 
was the lead counsel. “It started in 2005, 
when Governor Blagojevich declared 
a  health emergency caused by religious 
pharmacists refusing to distribute the 
morning after pill,” Rienzi recounted.
   “Blagojevich instituted an administra-
tive rule that said ‘sell the drug or lose 
your pharmacy license.’ Illinois has the 
strongest state conscience protection law 
in the country, the ‘Health Care Right 
of Conscience Act,’ it orders the State of 
Illinois to respect and protect the con-
science rights of health care workers, in-
cluding contraception, family planning 
and abortion.
  “After three years the State Supreme 
Court finally allowed the case to be 
heard. March 2011, I was able to ask
people from the state under oath,  ‘how 
big a health problem is this, how many 
women are you aware of that have been 
unable to get the drug because of a reli-
gious refusal?’ 
  “Their answer: zero. The drug is avail-
able over the counter, on the internet, 
and many other pharmacies will sell the 
drug. There was no need to force a few 
people to sell the drug. The people ques-
tioned under oath agreed, that there was 
no real need to force one pharmacy be-
cause so many others would.”
  “I showed the judge press releases that 
Blagojevich had made when he issued 
the rule saying that the point of the rule 
was to target religious objectors. They 
also admitted that the rule was written 
along with Planned Parenthood. The ad-
ministrator whose job is the overseeing 
of pharmacy licenses in Illinois was an 
admitted ‘pro-choice activist and leader.’ 
  “The decision was decided in favor 
of the pharmacists that they cannot be 
forced to distribute abortifacient drugs. 
It shows that people who have pro-life 
consciences in the medical field are tar-
gets.
   “After Roe. v. Wade many states en-

acted conscience clauses, the free exercise 
clause of the 1st Amendment was also 
interpreted to protect people from being 
forced by the government to violate their 
religion. But decisions by the Supreme 
Court and the states concerning Plan B 
have reduced this protection.  
   “Roe and Casey are the best examples 
of a concept in constitutional law known 
as substantive due process, the mecha-
nism the Court used in finding as funda-
mental rights, things that aren't actually 
written in the constitution. The Court 
looked at the due process part of the 14th 
Amendment that says, ‘nor shall any 
state deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property without due process of law.’ 
The Court uses that phrase to say that 
there are substantive rights, one is abor-

tion, that the States cannot limit or take 
away under the 14th Amendment.
  “In the Glucksberg case of 1997, the 
Supreme Court heard advocates claim-
ing that they had the same right to as-
sisted suicide under substantive due 
process. The danger is that the Court is 
using its own preferences and calling it 
constitutional law. 
   “They established a ‘test’ to figure out 
if a right is important  enough to be cov-
ered by substantive due process.The due 
process clause protects those fundamen-
tal rights and liberties which are objec-
tively:
1) deeply rooted in this nation's history 
and tradition, and
2) implicit in the concept of ordered lib-
erty, such that neither liberty or justice 
would exist if they were sacrificed.
   “Could a conscience right satisfy that   
test? I looked at cases in which the Court 
already said that they met that high test. 

History
    “I set out to look at the history of the 
ability of the government to force any-
body to participate in abortion against 
their will and see how does the con-
science right stack up with the abortion 
right. Is it possible that the conscience 
right satisfies the test better than the 
abortion right itself?
    “The biggest controversy is abortion's 
legal status before 1800, pre-statutes, 
‘common law,’ judge made law. One 
school of thought, which the Roe Court 
bought was that abortion was legal as 
common law, maybe it was illegal after 

William Saunders
Why Physician-Prescribed 
Death Should Not Be Le-
galized in Massachusetts

William Saunders

What the Pro-Life Movement Needs to Know: 
Rights Talk, The Constitution and the 14th Amendment, Commerce Clause

Saunder’s used the analogy of speeding to explain that 
the law is not obligated to respect all choices even if 
they are “deeply personal.”

Mark Rienzi
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quickening. A competing argument says 
that there is good evidence that abortion 
was punished when they had evidence in 
England. It was against ecclesiastical law 
and punished by society, if not by law.
   “Abortion’s legal status is not disputed 
from mid 1800's until Roe. Most states 
had bans against abortion. There is no 
evidence that the government ever-
claimed the power to force a doctor to 
participate in an abortion.
  “Before Roe, some states liberalized 
their abortion laws. The states that lib-
eralized their laws did something at that 
same time, they imposed clear statutory 
conscience rights. Even Roe recognized 
that there are opposing medical views of 
abortion and gives the decision to the 
medical judgment of the physician.
  “After Roe, virtually every state enacted 
a conscience law to protect health care. 
Now 47 or 48 states have conscience 
laws. This satisfies the test, showing that 
conscience protections are deeply rooted 
and in concept of ordered liberty.
   “This also shows that the historical case 
for a conscience right is far stronger than 
a historical case for an abortion right. “If 
we are going to do substantive due pro-
cess, then you can't have it so there is 
a substantive due process right that gets 
you abortion, but not a right for the doc-
tor to say as a matter of conscience, ‘I 
can't be a part of that.’

Casey
   “In the Casey decision the Court said 
that in the 14th Amendment you get 
a right to ‘define your own concept of 
existence, of meaning, of the universe, 
of liberty,’ you get a right to do that for 
yourself. If a pregnant woman has the 
right to define the mystery of life, the 
concept of existence in deciding that 
she wishes to terminate the fetus,  why 
shouldn't the physician, the other per-
son in the room, also have the right to 
define her own concept of the existence 
of the mystery of life and say ‘I can't kill 
that thing?’
   “In Roe, the Court said the fetus didn't 
have a right to life because it was not a 
person, but you can't say that about 
the doctor. If you've got two people in 
the room who both have the same 14th 
Amendment constitutional protection, 
why is it only the woman who wishes 
to terminate her pregnancy that gets to 
define the mystery of life and the phy-
sician doesn't? If the 14th Amendment 
gives the woman a right to have her own  
destiny shaped by her spiritual impera-
tives, why doesn't it give the physician 
the same right?”

Hans von Spakovsky
The Constitutionality 

of Obamacare
   “The federal government has never, 
in its entire history, required individual 
Americans to purchase or buy a product 
or service, even during WWII when the 
US faced the greatest danger it's ever 
faced,” said Hans von Spakovsky of the 
Heritage Foundation. Is Obamacare’s in-
dividual mandate, the requirement that 

everyone purchase health insurance or 
be fined, constitutional?
 Said Spakovsky, “The individu-
al mandate is different than be-
ing required to buy liability insur-
ance for driving a car, in four ways. 
1) Not everyone has to buy auto insur-
ance, only the driver has to buy it, not 
the passenger, Obamacare requires ev-
eryone to buy it.
2) You only need to buy auto insurance 
if you plan to drive on a public road, you 
can drive a car or tractor on a farm prop-
erty, you don't even need a license.
3) You only need to purchase insurance 
to cover damage you cause to someone 
else, you don't need to buy insurance to

cover injury or damage to yourself, you 
can take that risk of going without it.
4) Federal and state governments are 
not the same, state governments have 
inherent police powers that the federal 
government does not have. State gov-
ernments have more authority over the 
public for things such as auto insurance, 
than the federal government has. 
   “The federal government has enumer-
ated powers, powers that are not specifi-
cally designated in the Constitution to 
the federal government are reserved for 
the states. The only way that a Court 
could uphold Obamacare would be to 
create an entirely new power under the 
Commerce Clause.

Lawsuits Against Obamacare
  “Congress has the authority to ‘regu-
late commerce with foreign nations and 
among the several states, and with the 
Indian tribes.’ The Commerce Clause 
was added to the Constitution to pre-
vent individual states from enacting tar-
iffs for goods coming into their states, 
so that states couldn't put up barriers to 
economic activity.
  “The Supreme Court said that the gov-
ernment's ability to regulate commerce 
was limited to three areas: the channels 
of interstate commerce, the instrumen-
talities of interstate commerce, i.e. pass-
ing laws that don't allow you to steal 
from an interstate shipment, and eco-
nomic activity that substantially affects 
interstate commerce.
   “Are there limits to what Congress can 
regulate under the Commerce clause? 
Two Court decisions upholding Obam-
acare were against individuals taxpayers 
who objected to Obamacare. A Michi-
gan judge said that Congress can regu-
late your decisions. The following two 
lawsuits against Obamacare are more 
important.

Lawsuits in Virginia and Florida
   “In Virginia, the Justice Department 
filed a motion to dismiss, saying the 
claim was frivolous, but a judge denied 
the motion. Next was a motion for sum-
mary judgment, the stage where both 
sides file extensive briefs making their le-
gal arguments about the constitutional-
ity, a judge ruled the law unconstitution-
al because Congress does not have the 
authority to tell individual Americans to 
buy a product from a private company.  
   “The United States came about partly 
because we didn't want to be forced to 
buy British tea. Even the king and the 
Parliament decided they didn't have the 
power to make Americans buy tea. The
Virginia is case now at the Court of Ap-
peals.
   “The Florida lawsuit by the Florida At-
torney General, has been joined by 26 
states. The National Federation of Indi-
vidual Business, the largest trade associa-
tion representing small businesses in the 
US, has also joined the lawsuit. 
  “As in the Virginia, the Justice Depart-
ment said the case should be dismissed 
because it was frivolous. Judge Vinson 
ruled Obamacare unconstitutional,  it 
was a good and very well-reasoned de-
cision, it deals with all the prior court 
decisions on the Commerce clause.
   “The Supreme Court had always inter-
preted the Commerce clause very conser-
vatively until the 1930s, when programs 
instituted by Franklin Roosevelt greatly 
expanded government power. When the 
Court objected that this was beyond the 
power of the federal government FDR 
threatened to pack the Court by increas-
ing the number of Justice on the Court 
until the Court relented.
  “Judge Vinson's ruling said that even 
with the expansion of the Commerce 
clause, what Congress is trying to do 
with Obamcare is so far beyond that, 
that it is unconstitutional. The govern-
ment wants to regulate you not because 
you are engaging in economic activity, 
but because you are deciding NOT to 
engage in activity.
   “The Court went along with anything 
the Congress did with the Commerce 
clause until 1995 when it said Congress 
had gone too far. US v. Lopez prohibited 
the possession of a gun in a school zone, 
It was a good law for a state to enact but 
the Supreme Court said that Congress 
exceeded its authority. It would convert 
the Commerce Clause into a general po-
lice power which the federal government 
doesn't have.
   “In 2005, Congress passed the Vio-
lence Against Women Act to allow fed-
eral prosecution of men who have com-
mitted crimes against women. The Court 
said the federal government was trying 
to regulate activity under the Commerce 
Clause that had absolutely nothing to do 
with economic activity, it would expand 
the Commerce Clause so there would be 
no limits on what Congress could do.
   “Judge Vinson said in his decision, ‘it 
falls outside the boundary of Congress' 
Commerce Clause authority and cannot 
be reconciled with a limited government 
of enumerated powers.’
   ‘It is difficult to imagine that a nation 

which began, at least in part, on opposi-
tion to a British mandate giving the East 
India Company a monopoly and im-
posing a tax on all tea sold in America, 
would have set out to create a govern-
ment with the power to force people to 
buy tea in the first place. If Congress can 
penalize an individual for failing to en-
gage in commerce, the enumeration of 
powers in the Constitution would have 
been in vain, for it would have been dif-
ficult to perceive any limitation on fed-
eral power and we would have a Consti-
tution in name only.’ ”
   Spakovsky continued, “Obamacare is 
missing a severability clause, if any par-
ticular part of the law is found uncon-
stitutional by a Court, the rest of the 
law still stands. The individual mandate 
is such an essential part of Obamacare 
that if it is found to be unconstitutional 
the entire law will be found unconstitu-
tional.
   “The Department of Justice filed a mo-
tion to clarify. When Judge Vinson asked 
them why they needed two weeks to ask 
for clarification they responded that 
Vinson's order needed ‘careful analysis.’ 
Vinson said this was contrary to media 
reports that within hours of Vinson's 
original ruling the Obama administra-
tion said they were going to implement 
the law regardless of Vinson's ruling.
 “ ‘The government's legal arguments 
bordered on misrepresentation,’ said 
Judge Vinson, saying he would only stay 
his order if the administration filed an 
appeal and if they asked for expedited 
review. 
  “The Supreme Court will probably up-
hold the Florida decision. If the case is 
not upheld, this will be dangerous be-
cause there will be no limit on the power 
of the federal government.”

Experts Help Convention-Goers Understand Critical Legal Issues

Spakovsky used the case of the US v. 
Lopez as an example where the Courts 
have limited the scope of the Commerce 
Clause. The Court of Appeals noted how 
broadly the challenged section of the Act 
swept by its terms: “[It would] criminal-
ize any person’s carrying of an unloaded 
shotgun, in an unlocked pickup truck 
gun rack, while driving on a country 
road that at one turn happens to come 
within 950 feet of the boundary of ... a 
church kindergarten ... even during the 
summer when the kindergarten is not in 
session.”
"Thus, if we were to accept the Gov-
ernment's arguments, we are hard 
pressed to posit any activity ... that 
Congress [cannot] regulate [under the 
Commerce Clause].” 
                 - Decision in Lopez case.

Hans von Spakovsky



8    MCFL News  May-June 2011

Candidates for Election to MCFL Board of Directors
Annual Meeting, Friday, June 10, 2011, 7:30 pm, Boston College

Linda Thayer has been a science teach-
er in the Boston Public Schools for 34 
years and a 
member of 
the Board 
since 2005. 
She has 
presented 
p rog r ams 
on Respect 
for Life and 
abstinence 
to nearly 200 000 young people in the 
greater Boston area. Linda is currently 
MCFL’s Vice President for Educational 
Affairs.

Anne Fox is President of Mass. Citizens 
for Life and Delegate to the National 

Right to Life 
Board. She 
has also served 
as Chairman 
of the MCFL 
Board and 
Chairman of 
the Needham 
Chapter. A 
past member 

of the Massachusetts State Board of Ed-
ucation and the Governor's Council on 
the Status of Women, Anne is listed in 
"Who's Who in American Politics" for 
her pro life work. She says, "Pro-life ac-
tivity in Massachusetts is really popping, 
especially at Mass. Citizens!  I would like 
to continue to be part of the effort to re-
store the Culture of Life in the state and 
the country."

Cornelius M. (Connie) Murphy and 
his wife Cathleen have been active par-
t i c i p a n t s 
in the Pro 
Life move-
ment for 
years. They 
are both 
m e m b e r s 
of the Me-
dia, Walk 
for Moth-
ers and Children, and Annual Dinner 
Committees. Each January finds them 
in Washington, DC for the March For 
Life. Connie hosts "Dr Mildred Jeffer-
son's Vital Concerns" television pro-
gram which is seen on several cable 
access stations in Massachusetts. In ad-
dition, he cohosted a radio program on 
WROL for three years. Future plans call 
for radio hosting jpositions on radio sta-
tions in Fitchburg, MA and Grayslake, 
IL. Connie writes prolife columns for an 
international newspaper The Alhambran.

Madeline McComish is a chemist by 
profession and currently serves as the 

Treasurer of 
Mass. Citi-
zens For 
Life. She 
cofounded 
the North 
S u b u b a n 
Chapter of 
MCFL in 
1976 and is 

Andrea St. Germane says, “I am proud 
to say I am “Pro-Life” both morally and 
politically. 
At Pro-Life 
debates dur-
ing my col-
lege years I 
understood 
this would 
be an up-hill 
battle. Un-
fortunately 
over 50 million children have died and 
the battle rages on.  At this point in 
time I am working on the establishment 
of a MCFL Upper Cape Cod Chapter 
to meet on the third Saturday of each 
month. The meeting place is next to St. 
Francis Xavier Church, at the Father 
Duffy Center, in Hyannis.  I pledge to 
continue to work with the first Cape 
Chapter to promote the cause of human 
life. I hope to expand both our outreach 
our educational initiatives, and increase 
MCFL visibility. 

Yolanda Barbier holds a degree in Labor 
and Industrial Relations. For the past few 
years she has 
worked in the 
medical field 
and witnessed 
the pain and 
bewilderment 
experienced 
by Hispanic 
and Brazilian 
women fac-
ing the prospect of having a baby in a 
foreign country and in difficult circum-
stances. Yolanda has a strong educational 
background and has assisted MCFL's 
Education Director in presenting bi-
lingual LIFE Education talks to high 
school youngsters. She understands the 
needs, the cultural differences and the 
strong family values that characterize the 
Latin American community. She hopes 
her experiences can assist in MCFL's 
lifesaving mission.

Roy Scarpato is a professional engi-
neer, Roy is married with four children 
and seven 
grandchil-
dren.  Roy 
and his 
wife Anne, 
h e l p e d 
Dr. Jo-
seph Stan-
ton form 
M C F L 
in 1972. 
Roy was MCFL's first president (1972-

A Message from the Nominating Committee

Bea Martins has served as a board 
member for 12 years and says, “In these 

years, I have 
supported the 
MCFL goals 
through active 
participation 
in functions 
and through 
our local chap-
ter supporting 
MCFL’s goals. 

For example bringing a bus of walkers 
each year to the MCFL Walk and raising 
over $10,000 last year as part of the Rose 
Drive. For the past 7 years I have served as 
Committee chair for the annual MCFL 
Recognition and Fundraising Dinner. 
This year with the wonderful support 
of the Dinner committee and MCFL 
members we were able to raise $22,000. 
to help MCFL continue its mission. Also 
as the Chair of the Greater Fall River 
Chapter for the past 15 years, I help rep-
resent the needs of local chapters when 
policy decisions are being discussed.  
 

John Curry writes, “I am running for 
director at large for my second time so 

that I can 
c o n t i n u e 
the mission 
of the late 
Dr. Mil-
dred Fay 
Je f f e r s o n 
and  fur-
ther help 
unite other 

pro-life groups to gather with MCFL 
as we  so successfully did with the K of 
C. I am past Chapter Chair of the West 
Roxbury/ Roslindale Chapter and have 
been a member for many, many years. I 
have worked on the Dinner Committee 
as well as other committees for the Presi-
dent and Chairman of the Board.”

Dr. Mark Rollo  I was born in Massa-
chusetts and since returning to the state 

after serv-
ing as an 
Air Force 
Physician 
I have had 
a pro-life 
p r a c t i c e 
for the 
past 20 
years in 

Fitchburg, MA.  During that time I have 
been an MCFL member and have served 
on the board of a local crisis pregnancy 
center and have helped in the training of 
volunteers in the center.
   As a board member I hope to assist 
in advancing the pro-life agenda in this 
state.   The death dealing of Planned 
Parenthood needs constant opposition 
and the misuse of tax dollars to promote 
abortion must also be vigorously op-
posed in addition to promoting legal ac-
tion to protect the unborn.

1976). He helped re-form National 
Right to Life Committee and was del-
egate to National in 1973. He founded 
the Pro-Life Legal Defense Fund and 
was its President from 1974-1978. He 
worked with many MCFL committees 
and has served as Chairman and Trea-
surer of the Board. Roy is a member of 
the Framingham Knights of Columbus 
and the Framingham Chapter of MCFL.

Ryan Hawkes is a graduate of Ave Ma-
ria University. He has been active in the 
promotion 
of Catho-
lic Social 
Te a c h i n g 
e spec i a l l y 
the defense 
of the un-
born. Hav-
ing worked 
closely with 
such groups as Human Life Interna-
tional, Priests for Life, Students for Life 
America, both Massachusetts and Flori-
da Catholic Conferences, the Republican 
National Committee and Congressional 
Pro-Life caucus, as well as the Holy See 
Mission to the United Nations. During 
his collegiate studies, he worked on sev-
eral local, state, and federal campaigns 
ranging from the presidential campaign 
of Senator John McCain, to that of Sen-
ator Scott Brown of Massachusetts, Sen-
ator Marco Rubio of Florida, and several 
other congressional and state elections.

currently the Chairman of that Chapter.
Madeline has served on the Board of 
MCFL for many years and has served 
as Chairman of the Board. She served as 
President of MCFL. from 1993 to 1997.

As a Nominating Committee, we feel the responsibility to encourage more youth 
and greater diversity on the Board of Massachusetts Citizens for Life. We would like 
to encourage Board Members who are under 50, who work in the medical field, who 
are business people, who speak other languages (especially Spanish), who represent 
various cultural backgrounds. Wisdom and experience are great and essential. Youth 
and new blood are also critical if we are to grow as a group and to continue to lead 
the pro-life effort in Massachusetts.
Signed: Helen Cross, Fr. Martin Hyatt, Elinor Rafferty, Jack Rowe, Mike Wiseman

Boston College
Devlin Hall

140 Commonwealth Ave.
Chesnut Hill, MA, 02467
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Proxy Form
Vote for no more than 9 candidates   

John Curry (I)

Anne Fox (I)

Bea Martins (I)

Madeline McComish (I)

Cornelius Murphy (I)

Andrea St. Germane (I)

   
               Linda Thayer (I)

               Yolanda Barbier

               Ryan Hawkes

               Dr. Mark Rollo

               Roy Scarpato

                        Proxy due at the MCFL Office by May 26, 2011

     Name  _______________________________________________

     Street  _______________________________________________

     City     ____________________  State ______ Zip ___________

     Mail to: MCFL, The Schrafft Center, 529 Main St., Boston, MA 02129

Rep James Lyons, 18th Essex, addresses early arrivals at the MCFL Student 
Lobby Day, April 19th.  Rep Elizabeth Poirier, 14th Bristol, joined Rep Lyons 
in telling the students about MCFL bills and how to lobby.
Anne Fox and Eva Murphy took the students on an historical and architectural 
tour of the State House followed by the students lobbied their own legislators.

Thayer: Mass. Health Frameworks Tell Schools to Teach 
How to Get Secret Abortions

    If the Massachusetts Health Curricu-
lum Frameworks is enacted, the path 
around parental consent to obtain a se-
cret abortion won't just be limited to web 
sites like “Maria Talks,” it will be taught 
in the public schools. Linda Thayer’s pre-
sentation at the 2011 Annual Conven-
tion shower the dangers embedded in 
proposed legislation on health. 
   “The Frameworks are the guiding 
document for the teaching of health in 
Massachusetts,” said Thayer. “Students 
will be taught: how to obtain an abor-
tion without parental knowledge, how 
to obtain contraception without parental 
knowledge, “behaviors” for pregnancy 
prevention, and the acceptability of ho-
mosexual behavior.
     One Frameworks goal is to ensure that 
students are able to: “Identify  resources 
available for treatment of reproductive 
health problems and identify and explain 
laws about reproductive services (which 
would include abortion.) “The law you 
would explain,” said Thayer, “is the law 
allowing for judicial bypass for a woman 
under 18 years old seeking an abortion 
without parental consent.”
   “So if you go into a classroom in Mas-
sachusetts, this is the law you're going to 
explain, you are going to teach kids how 
to go behind their parents' backs, to get 
a secret abortion.”
   Thayer showed an actual lesson that 

she received from a parent in Worces-
ter county and the assignment that was 
given to her 14 year old daughter in a 
Wellness class. Students are challenged 
to research health information on one of 
six different scenarios.
  Scenario 5 said, “your friend Sally 
confides that she is considering becom-
ing sexually active but is worried about 
becoming pregnant. Sally wants to use 
the pill but doesn't want her parents to 
find out. Your challenge is to help Sally 
research the information necessary and 
make a power point presentation to the 
class. What is the law regarding confi-
dentiality and teen access to reproduc-
tive health  care?”
     “This is the abortion connection,” 
said Thayer. “The student must list three 
agencies in Central Mass. where people 
can get services for this problem, provide 
telephone numbers and street address-
es and list what services they provide. 
Abortion is one of the ‘services’ provided 
by these agencies.
   “Right now parents have a right to be 
notified if sex ed is being taught or if a 
lesson is primarily about sexuality. In 
the lesson given to the girl in Worcester 
County, there were six groups, and only 
one concerned sexuality. This is a way, 
because the sexuality piece is embedded 
in a Wellness curriculum, they are able 
to circumvent that aspect of the law.”

Participants at the MCFL Annual Convention listen intently.

MCFL Sends Letter to Governor Calling for 
Removal of “Maria Talks” Web Site

Graphics by Weasel Zippers.us
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    Daniel T. Flatley, the son of prominent 
Boston real estate developer, philanthro-
pist and pro-lifer Thomas Flatley, has 
carried on his family’s proud tradition of 
pro-life activism and leadership.  A for-
mer member of MCFL’s Board of Direc-
tors Mr. Flatley is a generous supporter 
of MCFL’s pro-life work and a frequent 
voice urging the pro-life movement in 
Massachusetts to stand strong in its de-
fense of the defenseless and remain faith-
ful to its mission.  Mr. Flatley holds a 
BA in History and Political Science from 
The University of Vermont in Burling-
ton and a masters degree in education 
from Boston College. In addition to his 
business work, he oversees the Flatley 
Foundation which supports numerous 
charitable causes in Massachusetts. He 
and his wife Maureen live In Braintree 
with their children.

MCFL News: Why are you pro-life?
DF: I am pro-life because I believe all life 
deserves protection, from the moment 
of conception to the moment of natu-
ral death.  The finger of God is involved 
in all conceptions, no matter how disas-
trous the circumstances, because we have 
free will.   I do not want to be seen to 
have been on the wrong side of this issue 
when I stand judged by the Good Lord.
MCFL News: What, in your view, is the 
greatest challenge (political or cultural) 
faced by the pro-life movement today?
DF: The greatest challenge facing the 
pro-life movement is the steady dete-
rioration of the moral authority of our 
churches, either because they have sold 
out and have sacrificed their moral au-
thority in order to cultivate popularity, 
or they have chosen weakness, so as not 
to “alienate” their congregations.
MCFL News: What is the greatest 
strength of the pro-life movement today?
DF: The greatest strength of the pro-life 
movement is that advancing technology 
will prove that we have been right all 
along.
MCFL News: Why do you think it is 
important for people to be actively in-
volved with MCFL and in the wider 
pro-life movement?
DF: It is imperative to stay involved here 
because as individual Christians each of 
us will be asked what we did for “the 
least of our brethren”.
MCFL News:  Do you believe that the 
average “man-on-the-street” under-
stands the importance of the Life issue? 

If not, how can MCFL members work to 
change that?
DF: No, the man on the street remains 
ignorant of the importance of this issue 
in part because the ultra-liberal media 
has been so mendacious and demagogic 
on this issue, and most people do not de-
sire to face this issue straight on.
We need to challenge our churches, my 
own included (the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton) to come out stronger from the pul-
pits in favor of the rights of the unborn, 
to explain why as there is no such thing 
as a pro-choice Christian.
MCFL News:  Do you have a message 
for the anti-life politicians in the Mas-
sachusetts General Court?
DF: Our pro-abortion politicians need 
to face up to how cowardly their stand 
in favor of abortion truly is.   It is not 
leadership to take your orders from the 
Boston Globe.  Do we really need a full-
time Legislature if what really governs 
the Commonwealth is the Globe’s Edi-
torial Board?
MCFL News: How does your faith af-
fect your involvement with the pro-life 
movement?
DF: My Catholic faith is only part of 
why I remain pro-life.   The reality of 
technology, demonstrating that what 
grows in a woman’s womb is not a gi-
raffe, or a mere “product of conception”, 
also goes to prove the moral rightness of 
our cause.
MCFL News: In addition to being a 
prominent businessman, your father was 
known for his deep commitment to the 

pro-life cause.   How has that affected 
your family and its relationship with the 
pro-life movement?
DF: I never ever desired to embarrass 
my father, especially on so fundamental 
a moral issue as abortion.  He was a man 
of true integrity and incredible intelli-
gence.  He lived what he believed, day in 
and day out.  He is truly missed.
MCFL News:  In what other ways does 
family influence your involvement with 
the pro-life movement?
DF: Family is what becoming a man is 
really all about, being responsible for the 
(opposite-sex) spouse you have chosen to 
marry and the lives you bring into this 
world.
MCFL News:  Why is it important for 
prominent members of the community 
to be open about their pro-life convic-
tions?
DF: I believe if this society ever does re-
discover the rights of the unborn, Amer-
ica will undergo a new moral re-awak-
ening, a new spiritual revival.  I am not 
so sure that God’s blessing remains on 
this nation, given the huge moral stain 
that remains on our fundamental gov-
erning document, placed there by seven 
unelected judges on January 22, 1973.   
Certainly it is not coincidental that at 
the same time that the moral climate of 
this nation is continuing to deteriorate, 
our economy also is rotting.
 MCFL News: Do you have any words 
of advice or encouragement for you fel-
low pro-lifers?
DF: Stay strong, and God bless.

Pro-Life Profiles: Daniel Flatley Continues Family Tradition

         By  Mary Furlong Healey

    On Saturday June 4 Father James 
Rafferty and the Saint Paul Pro-Life 
Committee will welcome Father Frank 
Pavone National Director of Priests for 
Life to Hingham, Massachusetts.  Fa-
ther Pavone is an internationally rec-
ognized expert on pro-life issues travel-
ing throughout the country educating 
clergy and laity about the importance of 
life.  Father Pavone’s visit to Saint Paul 
Church is a truly amazing opportunity 
for the pro-life community.  Accord-
ing to Saint Paul Pro-Life Committee 
and MCFL Board of Directors member 
Priscilla Keough, “A child conceived is 
always an invitation to live and to hope.  
We hope that Fr. Pavone's visit will help 
bring to life these words of our Blessed 
Pope John Paul II."
   Father Pavone will be giving the Hom-
ily at each Mass at Saint Paul Church 
during the weekend of June 4 -5.  Ad-
ditionally, Father Pavone will be speak-
ing at Saint Paul School Hall, 18 Fear-
ing Road, on Saturday evening June 4 
from 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Father will 
share important insights about the pro-
life movement today.  He will also speak 
about the hope and healing that is avail-
able for those who suffer from abortion.  
   Priests For Life has an ecumenical ap-
proach to ending abortion.   Their web-

site states, “Priests for Life provides assis-
tance not only to priests, but to everyone 
who is interested in advancing the cause 
of the protection of human life.”   Priests 
For Life works with people of all reli-
gious affiliations in order to end the trag-
edy of abortion.  
   As an organization, Priests For Life 
is essentially divided into two specific 
categories. The first category refers to 
the work of the clergy and their need to 
“preach, teach and mobilize” to put an 
end to abortion and euthanasia. 
     The second category of Priests for 
Life includes thirteen specific ministries, 
which are referred to as “Gospel of Life 
Ministries”.  Some of these ministries 
include, Deacons for Life, Seminarians 
for Life, Hispanic Outreach, African-
American Outreach, Prayer Campaign, 
Silent No More Awareness Campaign 
and Rachel’s Vineyard.   Rachel’s Vine-
yard is the largest ministry for healing 
after abortion, worldwide.  
Rachel’s Vineyard provides retreats to 
“Married couples, mothers, fathers, 
grandparents and siblings of aborted 
children, as well as persons who have 
been involved in the abortion industry.”  
Approximately 700 retreats are offered 
throughout the year, held within 47 
states and 25 countries. Father Pavone 
is also the National Pastoral Director of 

Rachel’s Vineyard.
    The Saint Paul Pro-Life Committee is 
very pleased to be hosting Father Pavone.  
During the times in which we live, life 
issues are so important. Many local pro-
life people have been closely following 
the story of Baby Joseph Maraachli,  a 15 
month-old baby from Ontario, Canada.  
Baby Joseph suffers from a severe neuro-
logical disorder.  The Ontario Superior 
Court had decided that Baby Joseph 
should have his ventilator removed, as 
originally determined by London On-
tario Hospital.  This decision was against 
the wishes of Baby Joseph’s parents Moe 
and Sana Maraachli, who simply asked 
that Joseph be given a tracheotomy and 
be allowed to return home to die.  The 
Maraachli’s daughter Zina died 8 years 
ago from the same illness from which 
Joseph suffers.  Priests for Life coura-
geously responded to the Maraachli fam-
ily.  Through the work of Priests for Life, 
Baby Joseph was transferred to SSM 
Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical 
Center in St. Louis, Missouri where he 
underwent a tracheotomy.    It is cases 
such as this which highlight the impor-
tant work which Priests for Life carries 
out each day.

   All are welcomed to attend Father Pa-
vone’s talk at Saint Paul School Hall on 
June 4, 2011.  Come and be inspired by 
Father Pavone!   In the words of Cardi-
nal Sean O’Malley, “The Church’s issue 
is Life in all its many dimensions; but 
make no mistake about it, defense of in-
nocent human life is the centerpiece of 
the Church’s social Gospel.”  Following 
Father Pavone’s presentation, there will 
be a question and answer period.  Light 
refreshments will be available.  Kindly 
RSVP to this event, at Stpaulchurchp-
rolife@yahoo.com.  For further informa-
tion about Priests for Life, please visit 
www.priestsforlife.org.

Priests for Life’s Father Frank Pavone to Speak in Hingham, June 4-5

Daniel T. Flatley

Father Frank Pavone
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   Today was one of the most life lift-
ing days I have had in my life and I felt 
compelled to share what happened. The 
restaurant I work at had donated to the 
annual MCFL dinner, they received the 
MCFL News earlier this morning. My 
boss jokingly asked if the picture in the 
lower left hand corner with me and my 
aunts holding a “stop abortion now” 
sign should be framed. He went and ap-
proached a fellow co-worker and friend, 
who was a little taken aback by the sign 
I was holding in the picture. At first she 
claimed it was not me, but after taking 
a closer look, she had this shocked look 
on her face, and I knew I was going to be 
given the opportunity I had been hop-
ing for.
   A few days before, I noticed that 
this particular co-worker “liked” a link 
on Facebook that said “I Stand with 
Planned Parenthood”, which is a pro-
motion Planned Parenthood is doing 
to try and rally young people to oppose 
the House of Representatives vote that 
passed the Pence Amendment, to ulti-
mately defund PP. I was going to write 
something on her Facebook wall because 
I never let a chance to spread the Pro-
Life message pass me by, but this time I 
resisted. Instead, I prayed for a few min-
utes to allow God to give me the oppor-
tunity to talk with this friend of mine if 
it was right for me to do so. 
   As my co-worker was walking up to 
me today, I knew God was providing 
me with the opportunity I had prayed 
for. The first thing she said to me was, 
“I signed a petition last week to support 
Planned Parenthood. It’s not just abor-
tion they provide, but contraception and 
STD testing too.” I told her about the 
recent undercover videos that showed 
Planned Parenthood aiding and abet-
ting the sex trafficking of underage girls 
and statutory rape. I talked to her about 
how PP failed to report these rapes, how 
they failed to protect these young girls, 
and how they were essentially allowing 
the rapes to continue. I then went on to 
explain to her about the recordings of PP 
employees willingly accepting donations 
to abort a black baby after the “donor” 
(who was really a paid actor) said he felt 
there were “too many black people”. 

Some employees even agreed with the 
“donor” over the phone. I then proceed-
ed to explain PP never tells a woman the 
potential threats of abortion, what can 
happen to her before and after the abor-
tion, and what happens to her unborn 
child, and I went into great detail about 
each of these. 
   I provided her with the scientific facts 
that life begins at conception. The abor-
tion industry gives a woman false infor-
mation by saying that her child is not a 
living human being, but instead a fetus, 
which is essentially the medical term 
that describes the unborn babies stage 
of development, similar to teenager and 
toddler, which are terms that describe a 
stage of development of human beings. I 
explained how they call the unborn ba-
bies a fetus to try and dehumanize the 
unborn child.
   After talking for about an hour or 
so, my friend was so appalled that she 
immediately asked how to remove her 
name from Planned Parenthood’s sup-
porter list. She asked me to provide her 
with as much information as possible 
once I got home and where she can get 
ProLife information. I got home and 
there was already a post on my Facebook 
wall from her asking for the informa-
tion. I provided her with a few of the 
videos I was referring to. After watching 
one, she sent me a message saying, “I’m 

posting these videos on Planned Parent-
hood’s link so back me up”. She posted 
the videos and as I went to go look for 
her post, and I could not find it. Within 
seconds, the website removed the videos 
with someone writing back, “remember 
kiddos, I delete propaganda ESPECIAL-
LY b***s**** videos and links having to 
do with liveaction/lila rose”. My friend 
said she was going to write on the page, 
but I warned her that she would be at-
tacked for what she would say. She wrote 
on their page and said that supporters of 
the organization were trying to cover up 
what PP was doing. Sure enough, within 
seconds, she was getting hate messages 
and perverted comments from support-
ers of Planned Parenthood.
   I commented about how Planned 
Parenthood was covering up statutory 
rape and the sex trafficking of minors 
and within seconds, my comment was 
deleted. So I wrote it a few more times 
and every time, it was deleted. The sup-
porters of PP began going through her 
pictures since she did not have them se-
cured as most people do, and they began 
criticizing the way she looked, where she 
went to school, how old she was, how 
“uneducated” she was, etc.. One person 
sent her an inbox message (which is ba-
sically like an email message), but even 
though I told her to immediately de-
lete and block the person, she started to 

   We are always told of reasons why we 
can’t speak up against abortion. If we 
speak in Church, we’re told it’s too po-
litical; if we speak in the political arena, 
we’re told it’s too religious. If we speak 
in the media we’re told it’s too disturb-
ing; in the educational realm, it’s too 
disruptive. On the public streets, it’s 
too distressing for children; in the busi-
ness world it’s too controversial, in the 
family it’s too divisive, and in social set-
tings it’s just impolite. So if abortion is 
wrong, where do we go to say so?
Fr. Frank Pavone, LifeNews.com
3/15/11

Letters to the Editor
read what he wrote. The man was saying 
perverted things, basically implying he 
wanted to rape her. So much for being 
Pro-Women!
   My friend is tough, and although 
people were saying horrendous things 
about her, she simply shrugged them off. 
I simply wrote, “You are a great woman! 
Do not let them personally attack you. 
They call themselves pro women yet they 
cannot deny the fact that Planned Par-
enthood was caught red handed aiding 
and abetting the sex trafficking of un-
derage girls who have been raped. Many 
of them do not realize that less than 12 
hours ago you supported this organiza-
tion, yet once you found out Planned 
Parenthood was covering up the statuto-
ry rape of innocent, underage girls, you, 
being Pro Women, no longer supported 
Planned Parenthood!"
   As expected, they began attacking me, 
but I can take it. One thing that I tell 
everyone when I talk about ProLife is 
that those who cannot deny the fact that 
abortion takes the life of an innocent 
baby will result to personal attacks that 
have absolutely nothing to do with the 
issue. 
 We need to constantly pray that God 
will give us the opportunities and the 
wisdom to effectively spread the truth. 
I ask that you pray for those who have 
gone through with an abortion, that 
they may find God and turn to him for 
support. I also ask that you pray for my 
friend. She is not completely ProLife 
(yet!), but she has seen the true colors of 
what is truly behind the Pro “Choice” 
agenda which will make it easier to pres-
ent information to her. I ask that we all 
remember to keep those who consider 
themselves “ProChoice” in our prayers 
and that they will find the truth. I am 
not intending to make this letter seem 
like this “conversion” was my doing. Af-
ter praying for a few days, God gave me 
the opportunity to spread the true mes-
sage. It was also the work of MCFL. Had 
it not been for their life saving message, 
even in a simple picture, this opportu-
nity to spread the message of life might 
not have happened. Please remember to 
pray for the unborn and their mothers, 
for those who are spreading the mes-
sage of truth, and for the heroes who are 
fighting against abortion. 

L to R: Angela Hanafin, Matt Hanafin and Kathy Coluci at the 2011 March 
for Life in Washington, D.C. This is the photo that provoked the conversation 
between Matt Hanafin and his co-worker, a supporter of Planned Parenthood.

Photo Inspires Pro-Life Conversa-
tion, Conversion

Pro-Life SpeechPro-Life Provisions in Continuing Resolution

Senator Scott Brown and Congress-
men Nikki Tsongas, Richard Neal, 
and William Keating all voted for 

the Contining Resolution to fund the 
government until the end of the fiscal 
year.  Contained in the CR are provi-
sions:
  • Washington DC cannot use any funds 
- federal or local - to pay for abortion. 
This will directly save the lives of 1000 
babies.
  • To cut funding by $15 million for the 
pro-abortion UNFPA (United Nations 
Family Planning Agency) that supports 
Chinese population control officials who 
have enforced the one-child rule with 
forced abortions. 

  • To cut international population con-
trol and family planning funding by al-
most $100 million. Some of these funds 
go to abortion businesses like Planned 
Parenthood which do abortions and 
lobby in other countries to legalize or 
expand legal abortion.
  • To cut Title X domestic family plan-
ning funding by $17 million, thus cut-
ting funds available for groups like 
Planned Parenthood.
Sen. Brown also voted to defund Obam-
acare and not to defund Planned Parent-
hood.
Congressmen Chris Smith ( R) and Dan 
Lipinski(D) have filed legislation to 

deny all federal funds for abortion.  That 
will cut way, way down on the number 
of abortions.  Their two bills are the “No 
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act” 
(H.R. 3) and the “Protect Life Act.”

Student at MCFL Youth Conference
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MCFL State PAC Endorses James Dixon and Peter Durant 
in Special State Representative Election, May 10    

   Madeline McComish, Chairman of the 
MCFL State PAC has announced PAC 
endorsements for the State Representa-
tive special election on May 10, 2011: 
James Dixon, 10th Middlesex,  and Peter 
Durant for, 6th Worcester.
   "Jim Dixon is a dedicated defender 
of Life who has worked for many years 
to save babies from abortion." said Mc-
Comish.   "He has served as Chapter 
Chairman of the Waltham Chapter of 
MCFL and has served on the Board of 
Directors of Massachusetts Citizens For 
Life.”
   “Peter Durant is another dedicated de-
fender of life.” said McComish. “His op-
ponent supports a pro-abortion agenda.”

The 6th Worcester, where Durant is run-
ning against a pro-abortion incumbent, 
consists of Charlton, Southbridge, East 

Brookfield and portions of Oxford and 
Spencer.
Dixon is running for an open seat against 
a pro-abortion candidate.  The 10th 
Middlesex consists of precincts 1 and 4 
of ward 1, and precinct 4 of ward 3, of 
the city of Newton, all precincts of wards 
5 and 6, precinct 2 of ward 7, and all 
precincts of wards 8 and 9, of the city of 
Waltham, and precinct 10, of the town 
of Watertown. 
 McComish concludes, “As State Repre-
sentatives, Jim Dixon and Peter Durant 
will support a 100% Pro-life agenda. We 
need PRO-LIFE Representatives  at the 
State House. Jim Dixon and Peter Du-
rant need your vote in the special elec-
tion on Tuesday, May 10, 2011.”

On April 18, 2011, Nancy Wis-
do, Associate General Secretary 
of the United States Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops released the 
following statement,
   "I am pleased to inform you that Mr. 
Daniel Avila, Esq. has been hired as 
Policy Advisor for Marriage and Family 
within the USCCB. Dan comes to us 
from the Massachusetts Catholic Con-
ference, where he served as Associate Di-
rector for Policy & Research since 1997. 
   He has researched and written about 
marriage and its protection on various 
occasions, and is keenly familiar with 
the opportunities and challenges associ-
ated with the promotion and protection 
of marriage. Dan received his Juris Doc-
tor from Valparaiso University School of 
Law.  I look forward to this new effort 
and to having Dan as a colleague at US-
CCB."
   Anne Fox speaks for MCFL, "Dan 
Avila first came to Boston to be Legisla-
tive Director of MCFL.  Over the years, 
wherever he has been, we have counted 
on his ability to discern the truly im-
portant points in a paper or discussion, 
to draw wise conclusions, and to give a 
cogent presention verbally or in writing. 
  "We all will miss Dan and Elaine and 
Miriam.  Dan has already promised to 
speak at our DC Caucus on Jan 23, 
2012.  We thank Dan for all he has done 
for us and we hope to see the Avilas fre-
quently."

Jim Dixon is running for representa-
tive from the 10th Middlesex District

Peter Durant is running for a seat from 
the 6th Worcester District

Daniel Avila 
Takes Position at 
the USCCB

Daniel Avila

2011 MCFL Youth Conference

(L to R) Oratory Contest Judges Edward Boylan, Krysta Keough and 
Marie O’Donnell with contest winner Sean Harrington.

The Dr. Mildred Fay Jefferson Oratory 
Contest Winner Sean Harrington

Youth Conference Director Priscilla 
Keough listens carefully as Sean Har-
rington delivers his winning speech to 
the Annual Convention audience.

Cheryl Doran, Pro-Life Youth Director at St. Brendan’s Parish in Bell-
ingham (front left) held a role-playing workshop where students could 
practice their pro-life persuasion skills.

LifeNews.com’s Andrew Bair encour-
aged students to start pro-life groups 
in high schools and colleges.

   High school and college students were 
treated to a top level array of speakers on 
a selection of pro-life topics at the 2011 
MCFL Youth Conference on April 9 at 
BC Law School. Conference attendees 
started the day with Annual Convention 
Keynote Speaker, Steven Mosher of the 
Population Research Institute. 
   Andrew Bair, activist, political reporter 
and blogger for LifeNews.com talked 
about establishing pro-life organizations 
in high schools and colleges.
   Linda Thayer, MCFL’s Vice President 
for Educational Affairs spoke on fetal 

development. Cheryl Doran, Pro-Life 
Youth Director at St. Brendan’s Parish 
in Bellingham held a role-playing work-
shop where students could learn ways 
to present the pro-life argument among 
their peers.
   Sean Harrington was the winner of the 
Mildred Fay Jefferson Oratory Contest.
Harrington, who was the late Dr. Jeffer-
son’s last intern, spoke of the influence 
the prolife giant had on his life and pro-
life views. Harrington will next go to the 
Oratory Contest finals at the National 
Right to Life Convention in July.


